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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


RELATION OF FAITH TO. INTERNAL RESIGNATION OR ABAN. 


DONMENT. 
It is obviously a high state of religious experience to be entirely resignea, 


to give up all without any reserve, to leave ourselves in what is sometimes” 
termed a state of abandonment, in the divine hands. ‘This state of mina, 
which is probably not very different from that of entire self-renunciation, is 
one in which God becomes the ruling principle of the heart, and self is en- 

tirely excluded. | | 

There is one great principle, a principle worthy of special notice, whien 
exists in connection with the state of abandonment. It is a principle whien 
itis hard for the natural mind to receive, and whieh it is hard for any mind 

to receive, in Which the natural life remains in mueh degree of strength. — 
[tis this. Every thing which occurs, with the exception of sin, takes place, 
and yet without infringing on moral liberty, in the divinely appointed order 
and arrangement of things; and is an expression within its own appropriate 
limits, of the divine will. Aud consequently, in its relations to ourselves 
personally and individually, it is precisely that condition of things which is 
best suited to try and to benefit our own state. On a moment's reflection, 
will be seen that this important principle raises us at once above all subor- 
dinate creatures, and places us in the most intimate connection with Go« 
himself. It makes the occurrences of every moment, to an Important extent, 
a manifestation of God’s will, and consequently, in every such occurrence 
it makes God himself essentially present to us. Every event, coming within 
| the range of our cognizance, necessarily brings God and our souls together 
( And it naturally follows from this view, that every thing which takes place, 
whatever it may be, inasmuch as it is a revelation within its appropriate 
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limits of God’s presence and God’s will, should be met in the spirit o 
-escence, meekness, and entire resignation, which is one of the 
features of the state of abandonment. 

‘The foundation of this religious state of abandonment, as it is the foun- 
dation of every thing else which is true and valuable in religious experi- 
ence, is faith. . It isthe nature of unbelief to look at every thing in the light 
of second causes, which necessarily excludes God from any present and 
Immediate agency. Faith restores God to events, and makes him present in 
all things that take place. Faith identifies every thing with God’s superin- 
tendence, and makes every thing, so far as it is capable of being so, an ex- 
pression of his will, with the exception already mentioned, viz., of sin. And 
even in regard to this, faith proclaims the important doctrine that sin has, and 
ever shall have, its limits; and that Satan and those who follow him, can go_ 
no further than they are permitted to go. ‘l’o say, therefore, that a nian is 
entirely abaudoned to the will of God, is nearly the same thing as to say 
that he is a person of strong faith. There is a difference, it is true. Ney- 
ertheless, strong faith, or rather assured and undoubting faith, cannot fail to 
be followed by the state of abandonment. Such faith not only makes God 
present in every thing, but works in us a disposition to regard him in every 
thing, and to submit to him in every thing. | Sy 

We will now proceed to mention some of the specific marks or charac- 
teristics of true resignation or abandonment; mentioning them as they hap- 
pen to the mind, and without much regard to arrangement. 
_ First.— When a person has truly sacrificed all, and abandoned himself 
into God, or in other words, so abandoned himself that God has taken the 
possession of his heart, and become to him all in all, he neyer has any self- 
_ gratulating reflections; he never pleases himselt’ with the idea of having 
done some great or heroic thing. ‘It is possible that such ideas may be 
suggested to the mind by Satan, -but they are rejected at once with the 
deepest abhorrence. He does not recognize them as his own ; he hates 
them, An approbatory and self-pleasing reception of such thoughts would 
be a decisive proof that the Joss of himself’ in God, or true ABANDONMENT. 
has never been realized. | 


f acqui- 
leading. 


SeconD.— When a person has sacrificed all, and has experienced the 


“grace of true ABANDONMENT, he is not disturbed in view of the ill treatment 

and the accusations of men. He may be grieved and afflicted on account 
of those who thus wickedly treat him, but in regard to himself, he places a 
calm and full trust in God, and fears no evil. When we are troubled at 
every little misapprehension of our conduct, and are in a hurry to set it 
right, lest, perchance, our good name should suffer; or when in solitary 
inactivity we repine over the cruelty and injustice of our fellow mien, We 
zive unhappy evidence that the root of inordinate self leve is stil] lingering 
and flourishing in our bosoms. He whose heart is abandoned to God, strong 
in the consciousness of the divine protection, is not afraid of being perse- 
cuted and despised of men, | 
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Tuirp.— True abandonment is inconsistent with an excited and hurried 
state of mind. The true expression in ordinary cases is EAGERNESS 3 in 
other cases is imperuosity; in other words, the zeal of NATURE in distine- 
tion from the zeal of GRace; What the French spiritual writers more happily 
call “empressement.” This eager and impetuous state of mind is inconsist- 
ent with entire self-renunciation. Aba:donment, when it exists spiritually, 


is followed by an intimate union with God. | The great pre-requisite of 


divine union is the negation and rejection of self. In. proportion as self’ is 
crucified and put into banishment, the fulness of the divine mind enters in 
and takes interior possession, But God is ever calm. There is no eager- 


ness, no unquiet and hurried activity, no “ empressement ” in Him. And if we 
are united to Him by true abandonment. of self, a holy calimess, far different 


from the unquiet and turbid activity of nature, will necessarily characterize 
us. ‘True and unwavering faith, which is the basis of the state of mind we 
are considering, keeps every thing steady. 


Fourtu.—lHe who is truly abandoned to God will remain calnt peaceful | 


and thankful, under interior as well as exterior desolation. The common 


forms of Christianity will in general be found capable of supporting what 
~may be called outward desolations, such as the loss of property, reputation, 


health and ‘tric nds, But a state of interior desolation, in which we have no 
sensible joys, no inward iluminations, but on the contrary are sterile alike 
of edifying thoughts and of quic voids emotions, and are beset continually 
with heavy temptations, is, generally spet aking, far more trying, In this state, 
as well as in that of exterior trials, the mind that has abandoned all into the 
hands of God, will wait, in hutuble and holy quietness, for the divine salva- 
tion, Faith remains; a firm, realizing, unehangeable faith, And the lan- 
euace of the heart is, under the keen anguish which it is permitted to expe- 


rience, “though he slay me, yet will [trust in him.” 


Fierau.—It is a remark of the author of the Imitation of Christ, that 
some men will “suffer but a certain degree of evil, and ouly from particular 
persons.” ‘The man who, by the annililation of self, and in the exercise of 
strong faith, is truly abandoned to God, makes no distinctions of this kind. 
He submits himself to the blow of the smiter without any reserve; giving 
thanks to God that he is acceunted “ worthy to suffer,” by any Instrument or 
ainany degree. He has nothing to say, when the will of the Lord has once 
manifested itself, as to time or place, degree or agencies. He takes the cup, 


with all its bitter ingredients, just as his heavenly Father has mingled it. 
fe adopts the language of the Savior, “ The cup Which my Father giveth 


me, shall Tnot drink it?” | | 

Sixtu.— Those who are truly abandoned to God, yield themselves up to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, “As many as are the sons of God are 
led by the Spirit of God.’ Renouncing all selfish and party views, holding 
their minds in a state of entire impartiality and simplicity in the divine 
presence, sensible of their own ignorance and wei akuess, they seek quietly, 
but constantly and earuestly, a higher guidance. Gentle and perpetual influ- 
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ences descend upon them; a still small voice speaks in the soul; and they 
have a distinct consciousness, (at least a deep conviction which is of the nature 
of consciousness,) that they are constantly kept and guided by the Holy 
Spirit. As we cannct serve God and Mammon atthe same time, so God 
and Mammon cannot reign in us at the same time. But when the antago- 
nist principle of self, which is the true Mammon, is destroyed, then God 
naturally, and perhaps we may say necessarily, enters and takes possession. 

_ A soul thus divested of self, and looking for superior guidance, as it natu-— 
rally does at such times, will ever find the Holy Spirit with it. He comes 
unto his own, and his own receive him. 

—. Seventa.—It is another mark of the man who is ina state of abandon- 
ment or true self renunciation, that he has perfect confidence in the POWER 
oF TRUTH. ‘In his intercourse with men he tells a plain, unvar nished story, 
“His yea is yea, and his nay nay.” Nothing is: said for effect; no exag- 
geration, no undue embellishment 3 but all in simplicity, and without initen- 

tienally a hair’s-breath variation from the reality of things. He does not 
believe ina lie, even to save his life; much less does he have confidence in — 
it in any smaller things. How common it is for Christians, while they 
expect half from God, to expect at least an equal portion from their own 
ingenuity ; and not satisfied with the simplicity of mere truth and duty, to 
add to it the ornamental trickery of human devices. 
Is it not a characteristic anda fault of modern Christianity, that there is 
but little faith in God and much faith in men ; but little of solitary prayer, and 
much of public declamation; but little of that humble and confiding spirit, 
which pleases God, and much of that external and ostentatious artifice — 
which pleases men? But he who has renounced himself, and has taken | 
the shield and the power of faith, has cast anchor, if we may so express it, 
in the Godhead; and being thus inimovably established in the embraces and 
protection of the infinite mind, he bas no confidence, and takes no pleasure 
in such low methods as these. He ever utters his words | in righteousness, — 
and he knows who will make them good. 3 : 
Ereuru.— Those who are tr uly abandoned to God do not sell consolation | 
in creatures, neither in men, nor in angels, nor in any thing created, but 
only in the acaileatia book, the living God. When smitten, they recognize 
a higher ageut than the one who. immediately inflicts the blow, and they dare | 
not seek comfort except from the hand that wounds them. ‘To turn from 
God in their sorrows, and to seek consolation cut of Him, is what they have 
no heartto do. They had rather be wretched with God than happy without | 
him. They had rather take the cup of bitterness from his hand, than the 
bowl of sparkling pleasures from any thing beneath him, 
Nintu.— Souls in this state do not deal in devunciations, They remem- 
ber the words of Scripture, “ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.” 
This characteristic is a general one; but not without some exce) tions. 
Oceasions will sometimes occur when they are called upon to rebuke and 
to threaten in their Master’s name. But they never do it, they never can do 
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f *  itin their own spirit; but only under the promptings of a divine impulse. 


This is truly a burden from the Lord, But their rebukes, unprompted by 
human motive, and stamped with the terrors ofa divine commission, have no 
counteracting element of weakness, but are like the hebtnings of heaven, 
sublime, terrible, overwhelming. When they do it, they do it well; notas 

the Seribes and Pharisees, but “as one having authority ;” like the Savior — 
himself, or like the prophets of olden times. But this is. their strange 
work. Merey and love are their daily and hourly sacritice. Seldom, very 

| seldoni, do they utter other words than those of forbearance, forgiveness and 
We might, perhaps, mention other characteristics of this advanced and 
ennobling form of Christian experience. We will only add, however, that 
true abandonment is always rerMaNentT abandonment. In other words, no 


‘ 


one has truly abandoned himself to God, who has not made an entire self 
renunciation inall things aud for all time. Tle who is doubting upon this 


“point, who is hesitating from time to time, whether he shall not withdraw 
that which he has once given up, has not, in the highest and) fullest sense, 
given up any thing, ‘There still retains a secret distrust of God at the bot- 
tom of the heart. Faith has not accomplished its work. The covenant which 
we make with God, that we will and do resign all things into his hands, must 


2 


be a covenant made FOR EVER; a covenant Irreversible and unalterable in 
all coming time, or it will not be acceptable and available in his sight. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Messrs. Eprrors,— As the following text presents thoughts 
well adapted to the Guide, permit me therein to offer a few 
remarks upon it, unless you have sufficient matter that 1s better, 
in due season for your work. | M. R. Horkins. 


Richmond, Me., Nov. 1848. 


“ Whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man In all wisdom, that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”— Col. 1. 28. 


The above text presents three important subjects as clearly, 
perhaps, as they are presented in any one text in all the Bible, 
viz., the subject matter, manner and object of apostolic preach- 
ing. . ‘These are important, inasmuch as they should engage the 
attention of every Christian minister, and be found to character- 
ize ull his ministrations. Were we to judge, however, from the 
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| 


dyctrines taught by some persons, the manner in which they are 
taught, their neglect of certain classes of individuals, and their 
apparent unconcern about the results of their preaching, so far 
as the spiritual interests of their hearers are concerned, we 
should judge that such a text as the above could not exist in a 
book they profess to read, and especialiy in one they profess to 
believe, and by the truths of which they profess to be governed. 
Upon these, successively, as presented 1 in the text, we offer a 
few suggestions. 


I. The subject matter of apostolic preaching ‘‘ Not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus, the Lord.” 

1. Preaching Christ implies, in general, a presentation and 
illustration of “that system of theology contained in the Bible, 
-usually styled Christian, in its four great and important depart- 
ments, the evidences, doctrines, morals and institutions of Chris- 
tianity, neither of which can be omitted safely, by such as would 
show themselves workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of God, and giving to every man that portion 
of it) which. is adapted to his peculiar circumstances and neces- 
‘sities. | 
Christ implies, in a delineation of his 
character and offices, together with the corresponding duties and 
obligations of those to whom he is preached, and for whom he 
shed his blood. He is the Messiah of the Old Testament, as 
‘appears from the fact that all the prophecies which were to be 
fulfilled in the birth, life, person, death and resurrection of the 
Messiah, have had an exact fulfilment in him. He was the 
_ prophet or teacher sent from God: the great High Priest that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God: the foundation 
and head of the Christian church, who leads on his people to 
certain victory, and against. whom the gates of hell can never 
prevail: the bread that cometh down from God out of heaven, 
_ whereof if a man eat he shall never die: the Savior of all men, 
“ special Savior of them that believe: the Sun of Righteousness, 
the centre and source of all the truly religious light that has ever 
dawned upon our benighted world, that now directs multitudes to 
the fair haven of repose, and that will conduct all the saved, 
finally, into the unfading lightand ineflable elories of the heavenly 
state: the king of saints, and the final judge of all men, who 
will dispense rewards and punishments to them in righteousness, 
fixing every man’s destination, and sealing his final doom in such 


a manner that it shall correspond to the character in which he 
terminated his state of probation, | 
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APOSTOLIC PREACHING. 


IL. The manner of preaching Christ. 


1. By way of admonition. Warning every man of his errors, 


danger, &c., at proper times, impartially, ee perseveringly 


and “seriously. 
2. Instructively. Teaching every man the relations he sus-— 


tains to God, his fellow men, the peculiar duties growing out of 
these relations, his fallen and depraved condition, the nature and 


conditions of salvation, thus setting before him the way of. par- 


don and holiness plainly, familiarly and in simplicity. 


3. Wisely. Making such a selection of subjects, time, manner 
and place, as shall be most likely to secure the results desired, 
that oflence be not so given by the mode of admonition sind ’ 


instruction as to cause ‘the gospel of Christ to be blamed. 
4. Impressively. Impressing these admonitions and. in&truc- 


—tioes by a full presentation of the hopes, motives and consolations 


of the gospel, which arise from the excellency and tendency of 
religion, its particular adaptedness to the wants and conditions of 
all oliecs of men, the established connection between virtue and 
true enjoyment, and between vice and. real misery, as also from 
the final rewards of the righteous and punishments of the wicked, 
both of which are sasialina and indescribable. 
—— The object for which Christ is thus preached. 
. Negatively. Not to make of men, angels; not to restore 


men to their paradisaic state; not to free them either from the - 


long train of physical ‘alike which are incident to humanity, 
or hin death itself: not to destroy the imtimate connection 
existing between body and mind, so as that our perceptions, com- 
parisons, deliberations and conclusious may be infallibly correct 


in the midst of physical infirmities; not to deliver us from. all 
temptations to sin, to which Adam % ane Inve in Eden, ange Js in 


heaven, and the Son of man on earth were exposed; not to ex- 

clude us from a state of warfare, as though the enemy when 

once cast out would have no disposition Whatever to return; not 

to putan end to our necessity and capacity of increase in grace; 

nor to terminate our state of probation ‘so that it shall be 3 impossi- 

ble for us to sin, or absolutely certain that we shall never so sin 
as bs forfeit our title to heaven, and lose our pre paration for it. 

2, Positively. To make of sinners, saints; not in part, but 
entire, perfect Christians. The term perfection as applied to 
Christians is not expressive of absolute perfection, in its unlimited 
sense, but is used synonymously with the terms holiness, entire 
sanctification, pure in heart, &c. These terms simply denote a 


state of grace in which the subject of it loves God with all the 


heart, with all the understanding, with all the strength of intellect 
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and affection, purposing tives. to continue throughout his entire 
life, and loves his neighbor as himself. This state involves an 
honest intention to promote the glory of God to the fullest 
extent possible, at all times, in all places and on all occasions, 
which leads the individual to bring all his interests, of every 
kind, for time and for eternity, into subserviency to this great 
purpose, by holding them at the divine disposal = « 


bation of the character, word, will, prophecies and administrations 


of God, and without regard to the suffering that is involved in 
performing or enduring it, he can cheerfully say, “Not my will, 


not a task, toil js delightful, and suffering welcome. Every ray 
of lieht, and every blessing of any kind which God is pleased to 
impart, increases his affection and ardor, and serves as a spur to 
his activity. 

3. his state of perfection IS SO easily obtained, or in other 
words, the mode in which it is obtained is so exceedingly simple, 
that multitudes look so high in their pursuit of it as to miss of 
it altogether. (1.) There must be a conviction that God requires 
us tu be holy, and that it is our duty to be so. (2.) That God 
has promised to sprinkle clean water upon us that we may be 
clea::, cleansed from all our idols and from all our filthiness, and 


-and having voluntarily assumed as his part the impartation of 
grace, or the exercise of divine power by which the soul may 


the fulness of God, that he i is under an obligation from which he 
cannot free himself, to fulfil that promise, under certain circum- 
stances. (3.) In view of the fact that one of the conditions or 
stipulations of the covenant offering this cleansing of the soul from 
all sin and filling it with all the = Sete of Gaaal is that we be his 
people, and that we seek him with all the heart, there must be a 


God, in which the individual fully determines, by divine help, 
from the moment of thus determining, to be wholly the Lord’s 

for ever. (4.) In view of the fact, that after all this preparatory 
~ work, the grand condition of receiving is asking, asking in faith 
in the name of Jesus, and in reliance upon the virtue of his blood 


dence in self and dependence upon it, there must be exercised a 
simple, unwavering and child-like confidence i in the veracity and 


Each individual in this state finds in his heart an entire appro- 


of God, so that always, without previous knowledge of the will 


but thine, O God, be done.” To one in such a state, duty is 


that le is possessed of an ability to perform all he has promised, 


be cleansed from all sin, all unrighteousness, and. filled with all 


personal consecration of the whole man to the whole will of 


as shied for me, to pardon and purify me, renouncing all confi- 


faithfulness of God: not that he will be true to his word in the 
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future alone, but that he is true to it now. Where this is exer- 


cised, the individual who is seeking full redemption in the blood 
of the Lamb, asks, believes, receives, and exclaims, “God is 
mine and [ am his.” Thou art my Savior, 


“And Tam thine by sacred ties, 
Thy son, thy servant bought with blood.” 


Now all is calm and tranquil, if the change has seitied as the 
whisperings of the silent breeze; but if “as the rushing of a. 
mighty wind,” the state, though pure, may seem, to such as do 
not enter so fully into his feelings, somewhat tempestuous. 
As in’ conversion, so in sanctification: no two probably in all 


their feelings are precisely similar, as divine grace has seen fit to 


adapt itself to the ditferent constitutions and temperaments of 
mankind. 

he lives not by the year, month, day, nor. single hour 
even, but this moment, xow, through sitnple faith, his. helpless 
soul realizes an unspeakable union “and communion with God, 
which is preserved in the next succeeding moment only by the 
continued or repeated exercise of the same simple faith. Thus 
being made free from sin, he walks by faith and not by sight, 
having his fruit unto holiness, until his Father, God and Savior 
is ples ased to call him to his better home, where with the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and with thé hosts of heaven, he shall 
spend an eternity in the indescribable joys and praises of that— 
celestial world. 

Remark.— How important i is it, then, that Citrtstr be preached 
in the MANNER set forth in the text, that the opsecT therein con- 
templated may be secured to a much greater extent than ever 


heretofore, so that ministers and people may be perfected in 


Christ 


My temporal estate is mean and low, yet I am contented with 
it, and humbly bless God for what I have. T live in as narrow a 
compass for expenses asI can, that I may have something to give 
the poor, and to be helpful to those that are in need, according to 
my ability. And, as God hath required of us to love mercy, and 
our Savior hath said, « It is more blessed to give than to receive,’ 

so I have more pleasure In giving a portion to the needy, as far 
as my mean estate will bear, than j in laying out for the delight of 
my own or worldly conveniences. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, 


— Baerunen,—I have thought that I should probably 
render an acceptable service to the readers of the ‘“ Guide to 
Christian Perfection,” by furnishing the following extract for 
publication. The writer’s name is withheld at her own request. 


Sharon, Miss., Dec. 19, 1843. 


~My Dear Broruer,—In compliance with your request, | 
have determined, in the best way possible, to give you an account | 
of the manner in which I was led to feel the need of, know it 
was my privilege, and obtain the blessing of perfect love. : 
Shortly after [ embraced the Savior as mine, I was, in the 
providence of God, laid on a bed. of affliction; and during my 
‘convalescence, two other members of the family were brought 
to feel a stroke from the same hand; owing to which circum-— 
stance | was compelled to exert myself more than the body was 
well able to bear. During this season I was tempted to fretful- 
‘ness, to which I immediately gave way. Instantly my conscience 
upbraided me, and | felt anguish of spirit. While thus suffering, 
it was suggested, You nanld not have been converted when you 
supposed, or you would never have felt anger. This I could 
not believe, for I had too great an assurance of that fact, per-. 
haps only a month previous. But I thought I had lost my reli- 
gion, or | had never been guilty of so heinous sin. Under these 
feelings I went unto God, there being no other to whom [ could 
apply. “with any expectation of relief. When I came before him, 
desiring the pardon of my sin, and a re-establishment in_ his 
favor, | was so overwhelmed with the sense of my guilt, that it 
seemed I was unable to do any thing save to weep before Him,.. 
But he in mercy granted as | desired, and according as [ had 
need. I then resolved in the strength of the Lord, that I would 
so trust him as not again to give way to that sin that had caused 
me so much grief. I went forward in the discharge of my family 
duties with this determination; but it was only a very short time 
afterward when some trivial cause was presented, that I not only 
felt a disposition to anger, but yielded thereto. [I think I had 
upon this occasion an increase of anguish, and a deeper sense ot 
my guiltiness. I again applied to the only source of mercy, and 
found forgiveness. But alas for my frailty! I was again and 
again billed to suffer on account of an indulgence 1 in the same- 
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— 


propensity. Suffer, I say, for indeed it then seemed that I expe- 


rienced that state described by St. Paul, in the seventh chapter of 


the epistle to the Romans, from the L5th to: the. 24th verse, inclu- 
sive ; and strange as it may appear, I found comfort from that 
portion of Scripture. [ have thought since reading Clarke upon 
it, that perhaps Satan (transformed) took hold of It to make me 
satisfied with what I had already attained. If this was his 
design, O how thankful ought [ tobe to my heavenly Father that 
his Spirit in my behalf proved greater than thie adversary, 


While in this. state of experience, mentioned to a brother 


(hoping to gain some help) the sin of which L had been guilty. 


His reply was, (as near as I remember,) “Phe most of us will do so 
sometimes.” IL replied that such would not do for me. At that 
time | was altogether ignorant of the fact that the blessing of 


sanctification 1s held out to all the children of God. It j Is true, | 
had heard that there was such a state, and had, before I profess- 
ed religion, known one who, (as it was said,) professed to enjoy 
the blessing. Shortly afterward, [ conversed with our since 
departed sister I*., and gathered from her somewhat of the nature 
of the blessing. ‘She said we all might obtain it, if we would 
only seek. I then asked her some questions as to the manner in 
which is was to be sought, Ge. But it was not until reading the 
life of Carvosso, (which was some short time afterward,) that I 


~ became fully satished that it was not only my privilege, but that it 


was also my bounden duty to seek the blessing. ‘This to me w aus 
slad tidings, and IT immediately determined to seek with my 
whole heart, until I should find. With this determination I read 
on, until | came to the place where he explains the simplicity of 
the faith that brings the blessing of God to the soul; and while 
reading was enabled to believe that I was then cleased from all 
sin. I had at the time no evidence that the blessing was mine. 
only a consciousness that I had believed for it. While thus, 
these words came forcibly to my mind, “T know that my Re- | 
deemer lives.’ In a moment it occurred to me that perhaps 

they were the first line of a hymn, and with the thought, hope 
that I might find something in that hymn to help me sprung up. 
I eagerly ‘seized our Hymn Book, and to my joy, not only found 
the hymn, but was enabled to feel the sentiment, so far as | 
could then comprehend the meaning. ‘The first four verses 
seemed particularly mine, by divine bestowment, which greatly. 
tended to the increase of my confidence with regard to the work. 
accomplished in me. [ then attempted to read on in Carvosso, 

but did not do so long before coming to the conclusion that as | 
was very ignorant, and needed human Instruction, it was my duty 
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to converse with some one. Feeling confident that the Lord would 
enable such to be useful to me, 7 immediately started for my 
dear sister F’.’s, having, as I before mentioned, conversed with 
her on the subject. I found her i in company with another sister, 
and was deterred from making a profession of what the Lord 
had done for me, and concluded that perhaps it would be better 
for me to defer so doing until [ had seen the fruit thereof. Fatal 
snare of the devil! I think that not more than three days 
elapsed before I had a temptation to anger, and with it the sug- 
gestion that this is anger, and you feel it because you neglected 
todo your duty in making known what the Lord had done for 
you. I yielded and fell into condemnation. I could then see 
clearly how I had been deluded. Thanks be to God that I did 


that I would apply to the same fountain (which I had proved 


bestowed that moment I applied in faith. From that moment 
until my fondest wishes were realized, the incessant language of 
my heart was — 


“An inward baptism of pure fire, 
Wherewith to be baptized I have, | 
"Tis all my longing soul’s desire, 
This, only this, my soul can save. 


“Straitened I am till this be done, 
Kindle in me the living flame ; 
Father, in me reveal thy Son, 
Baptize me into Jesus’ name.” 


O how it fills me with gratitude, even now, to remember how | 
was impressed with the heinousness of the sin of unbelief, that 
kept me away, even for months, from that Savior who I believed 
was willing and waiting to be sracious the moment I would 
unreservedly throw myself upon his merits. Frequently have I 
gone to him, deterimining unwearied to remain until I should 


feited. At such times I have thought that I believed that God 
did then forgive and wash anew, but saw good, as a trial of my 
faith for a time, to withhold the ‘pridenss and would resolve in 
His strength that I would hold fast that confidence, and continue 
to look for and expect the evidence. With feelings of calmness 
{ would leave my closet and go forward in the discharge of duty, 
but when temptation would arrive, and the enemy suggest that it 
was sin, | would so far give way as to retire and ask the Lord if 
I had sinned, or had been mistaken when [ thought | had trusted 


not at that period fall into despair, but was enabled to determine 


cleansing) for all that I needed, being assured it would be — 


believe for a restoration of that pearl that I had so unwisely for- — 
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that He would then forgive and bestow the gift. This T now 
think grieved the Spirit; but [bless God that he had compassion | 
on my frailty, and still incited me to persevere. | 
Tn the early part of June, 1849, T covenanted with the Lord, 
during my private (having exercised faith his wile 
lincness to save then,) that T would, come what might, continue. 
to believe, until he saw proper to give me the evidence that 1, by’ 
his Spirit, was sealed entirely his own, On the sixth of the 
above mentioned month, in the beginning of a beautitul moon- 
light night, [seated myself by a window, ¢ njoying ereat calmness 
from the reliance [ felt; and while reflec ting on the beauties of - 
nature, and the great voodies ss of that Being who had bestowed 
so much on His ereature, man, it came as impress to Wy 
mind as though spoken in an audible voice, “ Now is the. time 
for you to receive the evidence, if you will only believe.’ tna’ 
moment the agitation of my bosom was, In Comparison, a ton 
pestuous ocean. “Phe Devil would have deterred, the flesh 
would have shrunk, and thereby allowed unbelief to come in. 
But glory be to God, he enabled the muer man to strugele 
against all these enemies, until they were put to fheht. During 
the conflict, which, though short, was severe, these words were 
apphed: “Peace ;. be still.’) In amoment all within was calin. 
| felt that the apphcation was of the Lord. And although TP did 
not feel that the desire of my heart was tally accompushed. Thad 
strong confidence that the work would be speedily completed. | 
instantly resolved, that should the Lord in His wisdom even tar- 
would look up and expect to receive. ‘Thanks to Tis name, 
it was not lone after this conclusion when these words were 
given: “Goin peace, and sin no more.’ Tt seemed that I, by 
faith, could feel an application of Jesus’ blood, in its Warming and 

sanctifying influence ; and was blessed with an assurance that | 
should be enabled to live without sinning. 

O the heaven born peace and joy of that hour. ‘Truly, lan- 
guage would fail to describe it. Oo my soul, when thou remem- 
berest the glorious work that thy God then performed in thee, and 
all the conquests that thou hast since been enabled to gain through 
Him, where, O where canst thou begin Eis) praise. O my 
Father, | cannot praise thee as | would; but, until 1 can, accept, — 
I beseech thee, my heart's desire. Never, from that moment un- 
til the present, have [ had the slightest reason to doubt the work 
then accomplished. And though it has seemed that the enemy 
desired to have me, that he might sift me as wheat, in order to 
shake my confidence and trust in God,so great has been his mer- 


cy to me, that I have been, under all circumstances, enabled to 
14 
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have an assurance that. all things would work together for my _ 


good, and that I, at last, through Christ, would be more than 
conqueror. ‘Thanks to His name for His unspeakable goodness, 


~ For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


We nave received a generous contribution of “ Notes by the Way,” from the 


author of the “ Way of Oe. with which we shall favor our readers. 


from time to time, 


“NOTES BY THE WAY.” 


Oct. 15th, 1833.—Yesterday was a precious day. [had been 
asking, with longing expectation, a deeper baptism of the Spirit. 


I have ever realized, that in proportion to my importunity at the 


throne of grace, my soul has been blest. We merit nothing. Al! 
that we receive is of the mere mercy of God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; yet grace flows through the channel of Divine: ap- 
pointment — the use of the means ordained by God. 


Heard Dr. B. preach this morning, on the responsibility of the 


church, relative to the evangelization of the world. Text, “ Go ye 


‘into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Sel- 


dom, if ever, has my heart been so pained on looking around up- 


on the Christian world as on this occasion, in reference to this 


subject. ‘To how many of Christ’s professed followers may it be 
said, ‘* What do ye more than others?’ How omen that the 
principle upon which David practised, i. e., “Shall I sacrifice 
that which cost me nothing,” should be recognized by the self- 


denying followers of Jesus. Followers of Teas. and not selt-de- 


nying? The very expression embodies a contradiction. “ He 


who made himself of no reputation, and took upon himself the 


form of a servant,’ requires that his followers should, in their 
degree, be like- minded. The feelings induced from these views 
of “the responsibility of the church, reminded me of the devoted 
Paul’s expression, ‘‘l have great heaviness and continual sorrow 
of heart, for | could wish myself accursed from Christ,” &c. 
While endeavoring, with one mighty effort of faith, to grasp 
the body of professors that were then hearing the word, asking 
that every one might have proper views of their individual re- 
sponsibility on this subject: assured, that 1f only the company 
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~ 


present should have comprehensive views of the requirements of — 


God in this particular, the consequent action would doubtless re- 
sult in hundreds of heathen being brought into the fold. of 
Christ. While endeavoring to grasp this mighty object, Satan, 
by way of withstanding me, suggested selfishness of motive. 
much treasure w “ould you lay up in heaven, should this 
prayer be answered 2”? was the inquiry now presented, “Though 
aware that even this was a motive of ambition, warranted by the 
admonition of the blessed Savior, yet I did uot feel that this was 


the main spring of action on this occasion; and such was the 


unutterable intensity of my soul, that I could have been willing 
to have been blotted out of existence, if the ace omplishment of 
my desire could have been thereby gained. The spirit of a 
wrestling Jacob was indeed given. The truth of the words were, 
-T believe, sanctified in my experience,— 


“And when my all of strength shall tail, 
IT shall with the God man prevail.” : 


The strugelings of my soul gradually subsided into quiet-. 


ness and assurance, by laying firm bold on these words of eternal 
truth, “ ‘This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us, and if we 
know that he hear us, whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desited of him.” 
_Lafterward partook of the precious memorials, conrmemorative 
of the great price by which this great salvation was purchased. 
It was a-season of deep, soul-transforming communion with God. 
© how sweetly did T realize a oneness of spirit with Tim whom 
my soul loveth. [ Jost sight of every earthly consideration, only 
to the degree that it stood connected with the interest of the Re- 


deemer’s kingdom, The church militant, and the chureh triam- 


phant,. secmed. to stand so intimately connected, with such a per- 
fect identity of interests, and the voice of mortality dividing the 
terrestial from the celestial, appeared so slight, that the transition 
intimated but little more than that of a deeper plunge into’ the 
ocean of Infinite Love. 

~ Before the close of the service, | been’ to shrink from the in- 


trusion, Which, from the congratulations of friends, might be ex-.— 


pected; but, just before the valedictory was. pronounced, what 
had been silent, though intense breathines, found vent in tears of 
Joy and love. My overwhelming emotion confined me to my 

eat, and forbade the approach of all but one. ‘To her I said, 
“'These are not tears of sorrow.” L sat till the congregation had 
retired, and then returned to my home, conscious of having re- 
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ceived, in answer to the Spirit’s cry in my heart, a much deeper 
baptism of the Spirit. 

Oct. 22d.—The Mighty One of Ja cob is still with me, and fa 
vors me contiiually with the communications of his grace. I 
enjoy a most delightful consciousness, that His Spirit makes ny 
heart His coustant residence: in Himn’I live , move and have ny 
being. [ feel that He is the first object, the continued aim and 
end of all my desires, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. I have been praying for, and ae 
that I have received, an enlargement of soul. My receplive ca- t 
pacities have been rendered capable of receiving a more copious 
measure of the Spirit, which has been, and still, continues to be, 
poured out upon me in greater plenitude. Yet [ feel that there 
is more in store for me, and through grace [ will follow on to ap- 
prehend more fully. that for which [ have been apprehended by 
Christ. And may [ not expect to apprehend more, and yet more, 
through the unending aves of eternity? When will the amazing 
length, breadth, depth and height of this salvation be compassed \ 
within a given bound? Nev ‘Hternity will be too short to 
comprehend it! alt is air. eternal salvation, and stretches itseit 
over the entire compass of an unfathomed duration. It is sweet- — 
ly satisfactory to contemplate heaven as a progressive state of 
being. And the Scriptures furnish testunony that I pegard con- 

clusive e on this potat. 

L long to be constantly and consciously: filled with faith and 
with ‘the Holy Ghost, to have the image of righteousness and 
true holiness more deeply enstamped with ev cry passing hour — 
to cast anchor deeper within the vail daily. [ see such an infi- — 
nite fuluess in Christ, that I cannot rest, unless continually plung- 
ing deeper, and rising more fully in all the life of God. I real- 
ize an abiding power, enabling me to present, ceaselessly, body, 
soul and spirit, a living sacrifice. Through Christ the oflering Is 
accepted, and T enter within the vad ; and, through the eternal 
Spirit, hold communion with God. Yes, | do realize that I 
am cuabled to abide as in the inner sanctuary of his presence! 
The vail has been rent, and the redeemed one may enjoy fellow- 
ship with the Triane Deity. 

Talmost feel that I tread on hallowed ground, in giving utter- 
ance to such sentiments. But it is all of God: through STALE 5 
and shall [ lide his rightcousness withinany heartr Nols My 
soul shall make her boast im the Lord,—the humble shall hear 
thercof and be glad.” Sometinies it sceuis as if my spirit’ was 
almost permitted to mingle in spirit with the heavenly ones) Well, 
we have come to the “innumerable company of angels’? — ‘the 

® church of the first born!” O hallelujah! 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
TRIUMPHS OF HOLINESS. 


Zion awake! behold thy King, 
Wake, and his ¢reat salvation sing; 
~ From Satan's bonds he sets thee tree, 
"The freenian of the Lord to be. 


Thy heart the sad abode of sin, 

“The Savior comes to dwell within; 
He drives the wretched foes without, 
Makes all within his praises shout. 


Our King, his mighty arm is strong, 
All skill and power to him belong, 
He speaks the word and it is done, 
‘The captive heart to Him Is Won. 


The voice that said, Let there be heht, | 
Our eyes blessed with open sight ; 
Children of darkuess now no more, 
see our God, and heavenward soar. | 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


RELIGIOUS MAXIMS, | 
HAVING A CONNECTION WITH HOLINESS. 


CIX. | 
Let the time of temptation be the time of silence. Words react upon feel- 
ings; and if Satan, in the time of our trials, ean induce us to utter a pasty 
or unadvised word, he will add, by so doing, to the power of his previous 


assaults, and increase the probability of his getting the victory. 


CX. 

It is one of the surest signs that the natural life still exists and flourishes 
in us, if we have whit may be called an outward eye; and, instead of looking 
inwardly upon our own failings, are prone closely to wateh and to judge 
others. “Judge not that ye be not judged.” “One of the first inquiries aris- 
ing in the mind of a truly humbled aud sanctified person, when he sees 
another in transgression, is, “Who maketh me to differ?” And one of the 
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first supplications which he offers is, “ Lord, have compassion upon my 
offending brother: 


| | UALS | 

He whose life is hid with Christ in God, may suffer injustice from the 
conduct or words of another, but he can never suffer loss. He sees the’ land 
of God in every thing. He knows that every thing which takes place has 


either a direct or indirect relation to his present state, and is designed for his 
benefit. “ All things work tovether for his good.” 


—Ttis impossible for a person to experience a true and deep. compassion for 


‘sinners, and to be earnestly desirous to rescue them from their state, who 
does not hate and renounce sin in himself. 


CXIL. | 

He that standeth in God in sucha manner as to have no will but the 
divine will, accounts every thing which takes place as a manifestation of° 
God. If God is not the thing itself} God is nevertheless manifested rm the 
thing. And thus it is with God that he first communicates through the 
medium of the thing in-which he manifests himself. And consequently, as 
God is the first object which presents itself, he imputes nothing to the sub- 
ordinate creatures, neither condemning ner approving, neither sorrowing 
nor rejoicing, without first referring whatever takes place to God, and view- 

_ ing it in the clearness and truth of the divine light. 


CXIV. 
It is not safe to dwell upon the failings and weaknesses of the chureh, 
without at the same time dwelling upon the resources and voodness of God. 
In the exercise of a humble faith we must connect the ores atness of the rem- 
edy with the virulence of the disease. Otherwise we shall promote the plans, 
of our great enemy by falling into a repining and censorious spirit; a state — 


of mind which is equally 1 injurious to ourselves and offensive to our heay- 
enly Father. 


CXV. 

‘It is a sign that our wills are not wholly lost in the will of God, when we 
are much in the habit of using -words which imply election or choice; such 
as, I want this, or I want that; I hope it will be so and so, or J hope it will 
be otherwise. When our wills are lost in the will of God, all our specific 
choices and preferences are merged in God’s preference and choice. The 
‘soul truly loves the arrangements of God, whatever they may be. In regard 
to whatever is now, and whatever shall be hereafter, its language is, “Thy 
will be done.” 


CXVI. 
A holy person often does the same things which are done by an unholy 


| Hit 
iit 
| 
1) 
| 
i 
: WE 
it it 
i 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| | 
| 
\ 
il 
Lt 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
| 
At 
| 
ij 
| 
{ 
| 
| it 
| 


RELIGIOUS MAXIMS. 163 


person, and yet the things done in the two cases, though the same in them- 

selves, are infinitely different in their character. ‘The ove pertornis them in 

the will of God, the other in the will of the creature, 


CXVH. 

The desires and afleetions should all CONVErEE and meet in the centre, viz. 
in the Jove of God’s will and elory. Wien this Is. the case, Wwe eXperience 
true simplicity or singleness of heart. The opposite ot this, vizz, a mixed 
motive, partly from God and partly fromy the world, is what is described. in 
the Scrnptures as a double mind. ‘Phe double minded man, or the man who 
is notin true simplicity of heart, walks in) darkness and is unstable in all 
his ways. “If thine eye be siyoir, thy whole body shall be full of light” 


Confession of sin is an important duty: but there is no true confession of 
sin Where there is not at the same time a turning away trom it. 


CATER 

The Scriptures assert the doctrine of a local heaven, and also of a loeal 
hell. But itis not the locality or place which constitutes either the one or 
the other. Supreme leve to God is the element or constituting principle of 
heaven. And nothing more is wanted than its Opposite, supreme selt 
isliness, to lay the foundation of all the disorder and misery of hie ll. 

CAA. 

When Satan cannot prevent our good deeds, be will sometimes eflect his 
evil objects by inducing us to take an undue and selfish satistiction in them. 
So that it Is necessary, Wwe would not convert them into destructive }OISOMS, 
to be crucified and dead even to our virtues. 

CXXI. 

No person can be considered as praying in simecrity for a specified object, 
who does not employ all the appropriate, natural means whieh he can to 
secure the object. | 

CAA 

The rays of the sun shine upon the dust and mud, but they are not soiled 
by them. Soa holy soul, while it retains holy, may mingle with the vilevess 
of the world, and yet be pure in itself. 


God not only has the disposition to do what is right, but he always does 
it Men may have the disposition, and yet fail, through physical infirmity, 
in the realization of the thing; that is to say, in the outward act. But the 
disposition is acecpled. 

CXXIV. 


We often speak of desiring or Wishing to be the Lord’s; but there is not 
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much ground for supposing that there is any considerable degree of sinceri- 
ty or strength in such desires, 1f they stop short of a fixed determination or 
resolve to be his. 


CXXV. 


No person can pray earnestly, that the impenitent may be freed from their 
sins, while he himself knowingly cherishes sin. 


CXXVI. 
The decisions of the conscience are always based upon perceptions and 
acts of the judgment; consequently he who acts from mere desire, without 
any intervention and helps cf the judgment, necessarily acts without the ap- 
* probation of conscience; and may be said, vie onsite in the moral sense of 
the terms, to act without God. 


CXXVII. 

God is perfectly tranquil. He is never subject to agitation in any case - 
whatever. And unlikeness.to him in this respect, except in what is instinctive 
and physically unavoidable, indicates the existing state of the mind to be | in 
some respects wrong. | 


CXXVIIL 


Two things, in particular, are to be guarded against in all the variety of 
their forms, viz., CREATURE LOVE and SELF WILL; in other words, depend- 


ence upon self, and dependence upon our fellow men. ne 


CXXIX. 


| Some pertions of the Bible are addressed to the intellect, and some to the 
heart. The parts addressed exclusively to the intellect, are always under- 
stood, where there are corresponding powers of intellect. ‘The parts ad-— 
dressed to the heart, and which involve truths having relation to the reli- 
g1OUS affections, can be fully understood only where there are corresponding 
exercises of the heart. And on this principle, the higher experimental 
truths of the Bible, such as relate to a full inward salvation, are not likely to 
be understood and appreciated, except in conneetion with the experience of 


such salvation. 


CXXX. 


To be willing to execute or do the will of God, cannot be acceptable to 
Him, unless we are willing, at the same time, to endure and suffer his will. 


CXXXI. 


‘The will of God includes every possible good. Ile who seeks conformity 
to the will of God, ne cessarily BECKS whatever is most desirable and Lest for 
himself. T. C. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 
PRAY WITHOUT CEAS ING, 


"Tis not alone at early dawn, 
And eve’s decline pray, 
Broly my spirit would converse 

Jesus all the di 


cannot live a pray 
Continual in thy soul, 

Por every moment | have need 
Of enidanee and control. 


The enemy is always near, 
a snare to lav, 
Seeking to eate my wande rine fe et, 


och 


Should | nedle ct, tor pray.’ 


Prayer keeps the Savior near my heart, 
In my safety hes, 
Into his ear | breathe my wants, 
And He my wants supplies. - 


For the Guide to Christina Perfection, 
HOLIN 


Ix what does holiness consist: If we are cuided by the Sc rip- 
tures, and impartial iy our mvestigations, we shall doubtle COH- 
clude, that it can neither consist ia physical or moral perfeetion, 
nor a cold and spiritess professton of piety. The Bible no 
Where authorizes us to expect plivsical perfection in this life, 
Whatever may be the state of the body when the power of the 
crave shall be broken, the plivsical part of mano raised 


corruptible,” it is certaia that We are far from bere ieorrupuble, 


and tree from discese and pam im sublanary state. ‘Ehe 
flood gates of natural evil were Ubraised Wher Adam. fell. and 
the hysical part Ot the Constitution Ver SINCE he Ol} 


subject to its witherine and destructive iflienee, and ever must 


be, until its tremendous tide shall be rolled buck at the end of 


‘time. 


— 
re 


& 


t 
% 
fs 
¥ 
4 
| 
| 
> 
‘ 
4 
| 
i 
4s 
ae 
be 
& 
é 
& 
* 
a 
| 
a 


166 ; GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


The mind and body being intimately connected, and the for- 
mer dependent upon the latter for the developement of its vari- 
~ ous faculties, while this union subsists, we cannot with propriety 

expect to attain to mental perfection in this life. Doubtless the 
mind will be making perpetual progress toward intellectual as 
well as moral perfection, both in time and eternity, m without the 
‘possibility of ever arriving at a boundary to its excursions,” and_ 
much more will it progress in eternity than in this world, where 
it is necessitated to act through vitiated physical organs ; but the 
Scriptures no where teach as essential to holiness, that the intel- — 
lect must be perfectly clear and capable of fathoming the a. 
est depths of science and literature. _ No, thanks be to God ; 
were this true, how sparsely would heaven be peopled with 6 
Nor is it any more essential that the imagination soar through 
space to ‘“fancy’s loftiest height, or roam o’er the unsubsfan- 
tial fields of fiction, to starve the immortal mind: on things intan- 

gible.” Poetry and fiction are not holiness, No “ Delphic phren- 
zy,” “star raking,” or “flower gathering,” is requisite in order 
to holiness of heart and life.’ If it were so, how many of “ God’s 
noblemen” would fail of reaching héiven. ‘Nor must the pas- 
sions be bound, or perfectly even and measured in their flow. 
‘This 1s impossible, so long as they exist, and the physical organs 
through which they develope themselves are imperfect. Holiness 
implies the proper regulation and control of all the mental 

faculties, but not absolute perfection | in the condition or action of 
of them. 

Holiness is neither a complex thing, nor a mere metaphysical, 
abstraction, but a stern, sterling, uncompromising princrple, which” 
takes directly hold of. the heart, and makes man better than he 
naturally is: and hence a cold and spiritless profession of piety 
is incompatible with it. ‘The having a name to live, and being 
dead, or sluggish and inactive, is no more holiness, than a marble 
statue is life and activity. This will appear, if we consider that. 
its essence is love, and its exhibition obedience. ©“ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, is the first and great 


commandment’? —and thy neighbor as thy self. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. “ Love. 
says an apostle, ‘1s “the fulfilling of the law’? —the all existing 


obligation. A bare examination or train of emotions, however, 
is not the love required, It is a deep- rooted, abiding eareah 
which developes itself in the conversation and life. Love, as 
well as faith, has its fruits. Without these it is moperative — 
dead. Christ says, John xiv. 21, “Ife that hath my command- 


mt 
i 
! 
| 
Hi ts 
| | 4 
| 
| 
ail | | 
Hi 
i | 
| | 
¢ 
hat 
| 
| He 
i} 
| Hii | 
Bi 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
TH 
‘x 
| 


HOLINESS. 167 


ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
liveth me, shall be loved ot my Father, and T will love him, and. 
will manifest myself unto him.” Verse 23, “Tf aman love me 
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we 


will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” Again, 
chap. xv. ‘verse UL, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | 
command you.” These, with other passages of a similar import, 


which might be quoted, are suflicient to show that love and obe- 


dience are inseparable, that the individual who loves God will 


delight to obey Him.” A heart filled) with love, can have no 


place for sin, and the love which fills the heart will flow forth in 
streams of active benevolence, as the streams of water emanate 
from an overflowing fountain, A man whose heart is thus filled 
with this holy love, will clearly discover the relations which  sub- 


sist between man and man, and between man and God, with 


their concomitant obligations, anc his actions wall correspond with 
those obligations. Holiness, then. is not only a negative, but a posi- 


tive state, also. [t implies the absence of sin, and active righte- 


ousness. Suchas have attained to this state, although it does 
not exempt them from. temptations, afflictions and cares, are cer- 


tainly most blessed. Their affections are absorbed in the Lord, 


their energies are all enlisted in the noble, the majestic purpose of 
doing eaod, and their “lives are hid with Christ in God.” The- 
Divine. Presence overshadows them —a_ halo of glory: enshrouds 
them. 


“The day glide SSW veetly o’er their he ads, 
Made up of innocence and love, 

And soft and silent as the shades, 
Their nightly minutes gently move.” 


Such a state implies, Ist, Perfeet Sincerity. Sincerity is a 


word which is in every body’s mouth, yet, like many other ecom- 


mon words, it is much abused. [t “often becomes a subterfuge 
for the ungodly and the indolent, who imagine that their dis 
is nothing, but that sincerity, or a good heart, as they eall it, 
all in all. ” 

But such-deceive themselves, for a tree is known by its fruit ; 
and true godly sincerity will ‘evidence usclf by serious inquiry, 
impartial examination, desire of instruction, unprejudiced judg- 
ment, devotedness of spirit, and uniformity of conduct.” A defi- 
nition of the word may not be “darkening counsel by words 
without knowledge.” What is it, then, but entire freedom from 
hypocrisy and dissimulation. Peter was characterized by this. 
when, in reply to the thrice repeated question of his Lord, “Lov- 
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the present day be as sincere as Peter was on that occasion, and 


a meaner opinion of himself than he deserves, nor that he is 
obliged to give every body else the preference to himself, A truly 


Humility is not an obtruding, heagitrong, or carping spirit ; but 


hath he respect unto the lowly, but. the proud he kuoweth 


be perfectly holy. 


even a firm persuasion or conviction of those truths. Perfect faith 


salvation, there must be the abiding belief that Christ died ‘to 
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est thou me?” he said “ Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love Thee.” Peter knew that the eye of his 
Lord could pierce a veil of dissimulation ; and that nothing short 
of perfect sincerity could secure his approbation. Let a man. at 


in so far as sincerity can go in | forming a character, he will be a 
holy man. | 
2. Perfect humility, or a low opinion P ourselves, In compari- 
son with God and. good men. But it does not necessarily fol- 
low, from this, that a man, in order to be humble, must entertain: 


wise man cannot believe himself inferior to the multitude, nor 
the virtuous man that he is not so good as those whose lives are 
vicious.” It does not oblige a man to contemn himself either in 
word or deed. Such conduct would savor more of affectation than 
humility. it would seem more like a sail thrown out to catch 
the praise of popular opinion, than the lowly spirit of the gospel. 


retiring, calm and peaceable. “Though the Lord be high, yet. 


afar off.” “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
humble ;”’ therefore, none but such as are perfectly huinble: can 


3. Perfect faith. There is no salvation aside from faith, and, 
in order to perfect salvation from sin, there must be perfect faith. 
By this is meant not a mere assent to the truths of the Bible, nor 


includes this, but it also includes an exclusive reliance on God for 
salvation, through the merits of Jesus Christ. In order to perfect 


save us from sin in the present tense. The language of faith, as 


it contemplates the bleeding RACSRMBET, and grasps the promises 
of the gospel, IS, | 


“My present Savior thou ;” 


‘ad when the soul is cleansed of every filthy stain, faith still 
looks Sore, crying, 


. Every moment, Lord, I need 
The merit of thy blood.” 


In the exercise of this faith we may “rejoice in God” daily. 
and ‘‘ know the things which are freely given to us of God.” 
Cummington, Dec. 28th, 1843. H. Crark. 
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